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Abstract  

This study explores the correlation between political power and criminal behavior among 

political elites in Nigeria. It utilizes a qualitative methodology, including a thorough 

examination of existing literature, to understand the nature and consequences of criminal 

behavior in Nigeria. The study finds that socioeconomic inequality is a key factor influencing 

criminal behavior, and factors contributing to criminal behavior among political elites include 

weak law enforcement, corruption, and a culture of deviance. The study applies theoretical 

frameworks such as strain theory, social disorganization theory, rational choice theory, and elite 

theory to analyze the effects of political power on criminal behavior among political elites. 

Institutional factors play a significant role, and the level of transparency within institutional 

frameworks plays a crucial role in shaping the behavior of political elites. Criminal networks 

and power consolidation pose ongoing challenges for the government, with various criminal 

activities prevalent in Nigeria. The study recommends strengthening law enforcement and the 

legal system, enhancing transparency and accountability, combating corruption and bribery, 

strengthening oversight institutions, addressing socio-cultural factors, fostering international 

collaboration, promoting public accountability and civil society engagement, and establishing 

strong institutions to mitigate the influence of political power on criminal behavior. In 

conclusion, this study provides insights into the close connection between political power and 

criminal behavior in Nigeria, emphasizing the need for interventions and reforms to address this 

issue. 

Keywords: Political power, criminal behavior, political elites, impunity, Nigeria 

 

Introduction 

Throughout history, there has been a close connection between political power and criminal 

behavior in societies across the globe. The drive for power can push individuals towards 

engaging in immoral and unlawful actions, and this association is especially prominent in 

Nigeria. With its intricate political terrain and diverse sociocultural dynamics, Nigeria offers a 

distinctive setting to explore how political power influences criminal conduct. The objective of 

this research is to delve into the correlation between political elites and criminal activities in 

Nigeria, thereby offering insight into the degree to which political power can act as a catalyst or 
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enabler for wrongful behavior. By shedding light on this intricate relationship, this study aims to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the complex dynamics that shape Nigeria's socio-

political landscape. 

According to Olutayo and Adesina (2015), Nigeria, being the most populous nation in Africa 

with the largest economy, has endured a tumultuous past characterized by rampant corruption, 

political unrest, and an alarming surge in criminal activities. The country has witnessed a marked 

increase in various criminal offenses in recent years, encompassing a wide spectrum of illegal 

activities such as financial fraud, embezzlement, and organized crime. While the causes for this 

surge in criminal behavior are complex and multifold, it is crucial to acknowledge the 

involvement of political elites in exacerbating the situation. Political elites, those individuals 

occupying influential positions within the political realm, hold significant power and influence 

over Nigeria's vast wealth and resources. 

The intertwining of political power and criminal behavior in Nigeria has been a long-standing 

concern. Political elites, with their authoritative control over key institutions and substantial 

access to wealth, often exploit their positions for personal gain. This includes embezzling public 

funds, manipulating the political system for their advantage, and engaging in shady business 

dealings. As a result, the country's socio-economic development has been severely hampered, 

perpetuating a cycle of poverty and social inequality.  The emergence of criminal syndicates and 

organized crime networks within Nigeria can also be attributed to the collusion between political 

elites and criminal elements. These networks thrive through various illicit activities, such as drug 

trafficking, human trafficking, and money laundering. The influence of political elites acts as a 

facilitator, enabling these criminal organizations to operate with impunity and engage in 

transnational crimes, thereby further eroding the nation's reputation on the global stage. 

Understanding the relationship between political power and criminal behavior in Nigeria is 

crucial for devising effective strategies to combat corruption and reduce criminal activities. This 

study aims to shed light on the extent of the involvement of political elites in fostering or 

enabling criminal behavior in Nigeria. By examining the motivations and mechanisms through 

which political power influences unlawful conduct, policymakers, law enforcement agencies, 

and society as a whole can gain valuable insights into tackling this persistent issue. It is 

imperative for Nigeria to address the systemic challenges that allow political elites to abuse their 

power and for national reforms to be implemented to strengthen accountability, transparency, 

and the rule of law. 

In order to meet the goals of this research, the study will involve assessing available literature as 

well as analyzing diverse sources including academic papers, reports, and relevant case studies. 

The investigation will also take into account socio-economic factors, cultural influences, and 

political systems that potentially impact the connection between political power and criminal 

behavior in Nigeria. Through offering concrete evidence and a thorough analysis, this research 

aims to add to the existing body of knowledge on this subject and aid policymakers in 

developing effective strategies to address this systemic problem. 
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Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative methodology to explore the relationship between political 

power and criminal behavior among political elites. To gather data, a thorough examination of 

existing literature is conducted, encompassing academic articles, reports, and case studies. The 

information gathered from these sources is then carefully analyzed to identify common patterns, 

themes, and concepts that shed light on how political power may influence criminal behavior 

among political elites. This approach allows for a deep exploration of the topic, providing 

valuable insights and contributing to our understanding of this complex issue. 

Conceptual Framework 

▪ Political power: 

Political power refers to the ability of individuals, groups, or institutions to influence or control 

political decisions, policies, and processes. It is a fundamental concept in political science and 

plays a central role in understanding how governments operate and how societies are governed. 

One of the seminal works on political power is the book "Power and Society: An Introduction to 

the Social Sciences" by Harold D. Lasswell. In this book, Lasswell defines political power as 

"the capacity to bring about intended effects on human behavior." He argues that power can be 

exercised through various means, such as the use of force, coercion, persuasion, manipulation, or 

by controlling resources and information. Another influential perspective on political power is 

provided by Robert Dahl, who proposed the concept of pluralism in his book "Who Governs? 

Democracy and Power in an American City." According to Dahl, political power is not solely 

held by a single group or individual but is distributed among multiple actors with diverse 

interests and resources. He argues that power is exercised through competitive processes, such as 

elections, lobbying, and interest group activities. 

Political power in Nigeria involves the ability of individuals or groups to exert their authority, 

resources, and influence in shaping the political landscape of the country. It wields significant 

control over government policies, legislative actions, and decision-making processes. Due to 

Nigeria's intricate political system and pervasive corruption, it serves as an intriguing case for 

investigating the consequences of political power on criminal behaviors. The intertwining of 

politics and crime in Nigeria presents a compelling subject for research, considering how 

political power can manipulate or direct unlawful activities within the nation. Understanding the 

dynamics between political power and criminal conduct in Nigeria can shed light on the 

magnitude to which the exercise of power contributes to or deters illegal behaviors.  

Political power holds immense significance in Nigeria, influencing and molding the social fabric 

of the nation and exerting a profound impact on criminal conduct. Nigeria's historical 

background marked by pervasive corruption and its repercussions for governance makes the 

entwining of political and criminal realms even more captivating. By examining the 

ramifications of political power on unlawful activities, we gain invaluable insights into 

comprehending the role power dynamics play in either fostering or deterring criminal behavior in 

the country. The intricate relationship between political power and criminality in Nigeria 

occupies a central position in understanding the broader context of societal dynamics and the 

complexities of governance in the country. 
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▪ Criminal behavior in Nigeria 

Criminal behavior in Nigeria is a complex issue that has significant social, economic, and 

political implications. The country has been plagued by various forms of criminal activities, 

including armed robbery, fraud, kidnapping, drug trafficking, cybercrime, and communal 

violence. Understanding the nature, causes, and consequences of criminal behavior in Nigeria is 

imperative for effective law enforcement, policy development, and safeguarding the well-being 

of its citizens. Socio-economic inequality is a key factor influencing criminal behavior in Nigeria 

(Agoro & Oguntade, 2020). The nation grapples with a substantial poverty rate, wherein a 

significant portion of the population lives below the poverty line. As a result, individuals facing 

poverty and a lack of access to basic necessities may resort to criminal activities as a means of 

survival. Additionally, the presence of income disparities and limited economic opportunities 

creates an environment conducive to the recruitment of individuals by criminal networks. 

Criminal behavior in Nigeria is also influenced by a lack of proper education and high rates of 

unemployment (Johnson, 2018). Inadequate educational opportunities often lead to a large 

population of unskilled and unemployed youth who may be more susceptible to criminal 

influence. This is particularly evident in the involvement of young people in criminal activities 

such as gang membership and drug trafficking. These individuals often face feelings of 

marginalization and limited alternatives, making criminal involvement seem like a viable option. 

Corruption plays a significant role in contributing to criminal behavior in Nigeria (Iwuoha, 2016). 

Corruption is deeply entrenched in various sectors of society, including government institutions 

and law enforcement agencies. When those responsible for maintaining law and order engage in 

corrupt practices, it undermines the justice system and erodes public trust. The presence of 

corrupt officials creates an enabling environment for criminals, as they can escape prosecution 

through bribery or political connections. 

The weak rule of law and slow judicial process have led to a culture of impunity where 

individuals believe they can engage in criminal behavior without facing significant consequences. 

This lack of effective investigation, prosecution, and punishment for criminal offenses 

undermines deterrence and perpetuates a sense of lawlessness (International Crisis Group, 2018). 

Nigeria's geographic location also contributes to criminal behavior as it is located near drug 

trafficking routes and serves as a transit point for transnational criminal networks. These 

networks take advantage of weak border controls and engage in corrupt practices to smuggle 

drugs, weapons, and human trafficking victims, thereby exacerbating criminal activities within 

the country (Okoli, Ukpere, & Slabbert, 2016). 

To address criminal behavior in Nigeria, it is necessary to tackle the root causes and implement 

comprehensive strategies. This may involve efforts to reduce poverty, improve access to quality 

education and employment opportunities, especially for the youth. Strengthening law 

enforcement agencies, enhancing their training, and implementing strict anti-corruption measures 

are also crucial for promoting effective deterrence and accountability.  Furthermore, regional and 

international cooperation is essential for addressing transnational criminal activities. 

Collaborative initiatives between Nigeria and neighboring countries can disrupt criminal 

networks, improve information sharing, and enhance border security (Okoli, Ukpere, & Slabbert, 

2016). It is important to recognize that combating criminal behavior requires a multi-faceted 

approach that includes not only law enforcement but also addressing socio-economic inequalities, 
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corruption, and strengthening institutional frameworks (International Crisis Group, 2018). Only 

through unified efforts can Nigeria effectively address criminal behavior and create a safer and 

more secure society for its citizens.  

Factors influencing criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria: 

Criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria can be attributed to several factors: 

Weak enforcement of law and A sluggish legal system 

The weak enforcement of laws and a sluggish legal system play a crucial role in perpetuating a 

culture of impunity, as highlighted by the International Crisis Group (2018). This implies that 

political elites are inclined to involve themselves in unlawful activities, confident in the 

knowledge that they are unlikely to face serious consequences for their actions. The absence of 

thorough investigations, fair prosecutions, and appropriate punishments for criminal acts erodes 

any sense of deterrence and allows a feeling of lawlessness to persist. This statement underscores 

a serious concern in societies where the rule of law is compromised. When legal institutions fail 

to effectively enforce laws and deliver swift justice, it sends a message that some individuals, 

particularly those in positions of power, are above the law. As a result, these elites may exploit 

this vulnerability, engaging in illegal activities with the knowledge that their actions will go 

unpunished or face minimal repercussions. 

Ultimately, this leads to a breakdown in social order as citizens witness the lack of accountability 

for those in power. This erosion of trust in the legal system erodes the public's confidence in the 

state's ability to ensure justice and maintain law and order. Moreover, it fosters an environment 

where corruption, abuse of power, and criminal behavior can thrive, further undermining the 

foundations of a just society. The absence of robust investigations, prosecutions, and 

punishments for criminal offenses renders any attempts at deterrence futile. Without the fear of 

being held accountable, individuals are emboldened to continue engaging in illegal actions, 

contributing to an atmosphere of lawlessness. The result is a cycle wherein the lack of 

consequences perpetuates the very behavior that weakens the rule of law. 

Additionally, the prevalence of political violence and conflicts in Nigeria can contribute to 

criminal behavior among political elites. Political elites may employ violent tactics, such as 

intimidation, coercion, and even assassination, to suppress opposition and protect their interests 

(Obi, 2012). This use of violence further undermines democratic processes and fuels a culture of 

criminality within the political arena. The influence of ethnic and regional dynamics plays a role 

in criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria. Divisive politics based on ethnic or 

regional affiliations can result in the marginalization of certain groups, leading some political 

elites to resort to criminal activities as a means of asserting power and securing resources for 

their own communities. 

Impunity and Lack of Accountability:  

Culture of impunity prevalent among political elites arises from their ability to exploit their 

positions of power, shielding themselves from legal accountability and consequences for their 

actions. This fosters a sense of invincibility that emboldens them to indulge in criminal behavior 

without fear of facing the full weight of the law. The possession of political power acts as a 
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protective shield for these elites, allowing them to act with impunity. This privilege affords them 

the freedom to flout laws and engage in illegal activities without concern for the repercussions 

that ordinary citizens would face for similar acts. As a result, they become more inclined to 

abuse their power for personal gain, leading to corruption, fraud, and various other criminal 

endeavors. The absence of accountability for political elites further exacerbates the problem of 

impunity. The failure to hold these individuals responsible for their actions creates an 

environment where they are effectively immune from legal consequences. This sends a 

dangerous message that those in power are above the law, eroding the fundamental principles of 

equality before the law and undermining public trust in the justice system. 

Consequently, this culture of impunity perpetuates a vicious cycle. As political elites observe 

their peers avoiding punishment for illegal actions, they are encouraged to follow suit, leading to 

a normalization of criminal behavior within political circles. This not only erodes societal values 

and the rule of law but also entrenches corruption and abuse of power as an accepted part of the 

political landscape. Addressing the problem of impunity requires a comprehensive approach. 

Efforts must be made to eliminate the structural barriers that shield political elites and provide 

them with impunity. This includes establishing robust and independent oversight mechanisms, 

strengthening anti-corruption measures, and ensuring transparent and accountable governance. 

Furthermore, fostering a culture of accountability requires the active engagement of civil society, 

media, and other stakeholders. It is crucial to create an environment where individuals can safely 

expose corruption and hold political elites accountable. This necessitates the protection of 

whistleblowers, the promotion of investigative journalism, and the establishment of mechanisms 

that encourage citizen participation and scrutiny. Ultimately, addressing impunity and ensuring 

accountability for political elites is vital for upholding the principles of justice, restoring public 

trust, and building a just and equitable society. Failure to tackle this issue perpetuates a system 

that rewards wrongdoing and stifles the aspirations of a society striving for fairness and equality. 

Corruption and Bribery 

Corruption plays a major role in driving criminal behavior among Nigeria's political elites. The 

prevalence of corruption within the political system enables the misuse of authority and the 

misappropriation of public funds (Odekunle & Umukoro, 2019). Political elites frequently 

participate in corrupt practices like bribery, fraud, and embezzlement, aiming to accumulate 

personal wealth and retain their positions of power. Research and studies consistently indicate 

that political power provides ample opportunities for corruption and bribery. The influence and 

authority held by political elites allow them to easily exploit their positions for personal gain, 

engaging in illicit activities such as embezzlement, fraud, kickbacks, and the abuse of public 

resources. The possession of political power enables elites to establish patronage networks, 

which serve as mechanisms for favoritism and nepotism. Through these networks, elites can 

secure support, loyalty, and financial backing in exchange for granting favors, contracts, and 

other benefits. This system not only perpetuates inequalities but also facilitates corruption, as 

resources and opportunities are channeled towards a selected few rather than being distributed 

fairly among the population. 

Political elites further utilize their power to conceal their illicit activities. They may manipulate 

legal procedures, hinder investigations, or even influence judicial processes to obstruct any 

attempts to hold them accountable. The ability to control institutions and law enforcement 
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agencies gives them the advantage of avoiding exposure and legal consequences for their actions. 

One example of this dynamic is documented in a study by Johnston and Marion (2017). They 

analyze how political elites in developing countries exploit their positions to amass wealth 

through bribery and corruption. The study reveals that political power provides the perfect 

platform for elites to engage in such activities without facing the scrutiny, accountability, and 

legal consequences that ordinary citizens would encounter. 

Moreover, countries need to prioritize the establishment of strong and impartial judicial systems 

to ensure that political elites are held accountable for their actions. This involves amending laws 

to close loopholes, enabling the prosecution of corrupt politicians, and implementing efficient 

mechanisms for reporting, investigating, and prosecuting corruption cases. 

Norms and Culture of Deviance 

Norms and culture of deviance can also be significant factors influencing criminal behavior 

among the political elite in Nigeria. Norms refer to the accepted standards and expectations 

within a society, while culture of deviance refers to a set of beliefs, values, and behaviors that 

deviate from these norms. In Nigeria, there may be certain norms and cultural practices that 

tacitly condone or even encourage corruption and illicit activities among the political elite. This 

can create an environment where engaging in corrupt practices is seen as a normal and 

acceptable behavior, rather than deviant or criminal. For example, if there is a prevailing belief 

that it is necessary for political elites to engage in bribery or fraud to gain and maintain power, 

then this becomes a norm within the political culture. This cultural acceptance of deviant 

behavior can lead to a higher tolerance for corruption and create a sense of impunity among the 

political elite. 

Additionally, social pressures and peer influence within the political elite can contribute to the 

culture of deviance. If corrupt practices are seen as common and widespread, individuals may 

feel compelled to participate in order to fit in or avoid being marginalized. This perpetuates a 

cycle of corruption and criminal behavior among the political elite. The role of norms and culture 

of deviance in influencing criminal behavior among the political elite cannot be underestimated. 

It creates an environment where corruption is normalized and can contribute to the perpetuation 

of corrupt practices within politics. Addressing and transforming these norms and cultural 

practices is crucial in combating corruption and promoting ethical behavior among the political 

elite in Nigeria. 

Theoretical Frameworks 

Analyzing the Effects of Political Power on Criminal Behavior among Political Elites in Nigeria 

can be understood using multiple theoretical frameworks. Let's explore how strain theory, social 

disorganization theory, rational choice theory, and elite theory can be applied to this context: 

1. Strain Theory:According to strain theory, individuals are more inclined to engage in criminal 

behaviors when they face strain or stress caused by a lack of alignment between societal goals 

and the available means to achieve them. When applied to political elites in Nigeria, this theory 

suggests that these individuals may resort to criminal activities when they encounter obstacles 

and frustration while pursuing their political objectives, such as accumulating wealth, retaining 

power, or gaining public support. The strain experienced by political elites in Nigeria may lead 
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them to employ corrupt practices or participate in illicit activities as a way to attain their desired 

outcomes (Agnew, 1992; Merton, 1938). This theory highlights the role of strain as a motivator 

for criminal behavior among political elites, particularly within the context of Nigeria's 

challenging political environment characterized by economic inequalities, weak institutions, and 

widespread corruption. 

The strain theory's application to Nigeria's political elites offers valuable insights into why some 

of these individuals choose to engage in unlawful behavior. It recognizes the pressures they face 

in trying to fulfill their political aspirations within a complex landscape. Nigeria, like many other 

countries, grapples with issues such as socio-economic disparities and systemic corruption, 

which often exacerbate the strain experienced by political elites. As they confront obstacles and 

frustrations, some political elites may find themselves compelled to resort to corrupt practices 

and illicit activities in order to achieve their goals. However, it is important to critically assess 

the limitations of applying strain theory to political elites in Nigeria. While the theory 

emphasizes the strain caused by societal goal-achievement discrepancies, it may overlook other 

significant factors influencing the behavior of political elites. These factors include political 

culture, power dynamics, and personal networks and alliances. The theory's individualistic focus 

on motivations and responses to strain may overshadow the wider systemic and structural factors 

that sustain corruption and illicit practices in Nigeria's political landscape. 

Overall, strain theory provides valuable insights into the potential reasons behind the 

involvement of some political elites in criminal behavior within the Nigerian context. It 

acknowledges the strain and stress these individuals face due to disparities between societal 

goals and the means for achieving them. However, a comprehensive analysis should consider the 

complex interplay between individual motivations, structural factors, and the broader political 

and socio-economic context to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the behavior of 

Nigeria's political elites. 

2. Social Disorganization Theory: According to social disorganization theory, criminal 

behavior is influenced by the breakdown of social institutions and the lack of community 

cohesion. When examining political elites in Nigeria, this theory suggests that the high 

occurrence of corruption and criminal behavior among these individuals can be attributed to the 

weakening of social control mechanisms and the breakdown of societal norms. Factors such as 

ineffective law enforcement, inadequate governance structures, and a lack of trust in the justice 

system may all contribute to an environment where political elites feel less obligated to adhere to 

ethical standards and are more inclined to participate in criminal activities (Janson, 2012; Kubrin 

et al., 2009). The application of social disorganization theory to the case of political elites in 

Nigeria sheds light on the underlying factors that contribute to their engagement in unlawful 

behaviors. The theory recognizes that the prevalence of corruption and criminal acts among these 

individuals is not solely a result of personal motivation or individual characteristics, but rather a 

consequence of the larger social context in which they operate. It acknowledges that the 

breakdown of social control mechanisms, such as ineffective law enforcement and governance 

structures, creates an environment where political elites face fewer consequences for their illicit 

actions. 

Moreover, social disorganization theory acknowledges the impact of societal norms on the 

behavior of political elites. As community cohesion deteriorates and social institutions fail to 
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function effectively, ethical norms and standards become less influential in governing the 

behavior of political elites. In such an environment, these individuals may feel a reduced societal 

pressure to engage in legal and ethical practices and may instead prioritize personal gain and 

self-interest. However, it is important to note that social disorganization theory has its limitations 

when applied to the behavior of political elites in Nigeria. The theory tends to focus on the role 

of external factors, such as social institutions and community dynamics, in explaining criminal 

behavior, often overlooking individual motivations and decision-making processes. Additionally, 

while social disorganization theory offers valuable insights into the broader societal context in 

which political elites operate, it may not fully capture the complex dynamics, power structures, 

and personal networks that shape their behavior. In conclusion, social disorganization theory 

provides a useful framework for understanding the prevalence of corruption and criminal 

behavior among political elites in Nigeria. It highlights the impact of weakened social control 

mechanisms and the breakdown of societal norms in shaping their actions. However, a 

comprehensive analysis of the behavior of political elites should also consider individual 

motivations, power dynamics, and systemic factors to gain a deeper understanding of the 

complexities underlying their engagement in unlawful activities. 

3. Rational Choice Theory: According to the rational choice theory, individuals make decisions 

to engage in criminal behavior after considering the potential costs and benefits. In the case of 

political elites in Nigeria, this theory suggests that they may commit criminal acts if they 

perceive that the potential gains outweigh the potential risks. For instance, if political elites 

believe that they can amass substantial personal wealth or retain their political power through 

corrupt practices with minimal chances of detection or punishment, they are more likely to 

choose to engage in criminal behavior (Cornish & Clarke, 1986; Janson, 2012). 

The application of rational choice theory to the behavior of political elites in Nigeria highlights 

the role of individual decision-making and self-interest in shaping their engagement in unlawful 

acts. It argues that these elites engage in corruption and criminal behavior not solely due to 

external factors or societal breakdown, but rather as a result of a rational assessment of the 

potential benefits and risks involved. This perspective suggests that political elites weigh the 

advantages of personal gain and power against the potential negative consequences, such as legal 

consequences or reputation damage, before deciding to engage in criminal acts.  

However, rational choice theory does not solely focus on the individual-level factors affecting 

criminal behavior. It also takes into account the larger social and structural context that 

influences these decisions. For political elites in Nigeria, factors such as weak law enforcement, 

limited accountability mechanisms, and a culture of impunity contribute to the perception that 

the potential risks associated with corrupt practices are low. In such circumstances, the theory 

suggests that political elites are more inclined to engage in criminal acts as the potential gains 

outweigh the potential costs. Despite its usefulness in explaining the behavior of political elites, 

rational choice theory has its limitations. It overlooks key societal influences and norms that 

shape decision-making, such as ethical considerations or social pressure. Additionally, it assumes 

that individuals have complete information and rational capacity to accurately assess the 

potential outcomes of their actions, which may not always be the case. Thus, while the rational 

choice theory provides valuable insights into the motivations behind criminal behavior among 

political elites in Nigeria, it should be complemented with other theoretical perspectives to fully 

understand the complexities associated with their engagement in illicit activities. 
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4. Elite Theory: According to elite theory, the behavior of political elites plays a crucial role in 

shaping societal outcomes, including criminal behavior. In the context of Nigeria, this theory 

argues that political elites may resort to engaging in unlawful activities as a means to preserve 

their privileged position and safeguard their interests (Mosca, 1939; Dahrendorf, 1959). 

Political elites in Nigeria possess significant power and influence, which they can exploit to 

manipulate laws, regulations, and institutions for their personal gain. They may use this authority 

to establish a climate of impunity, where they are shielded from the consequences of their 

criminal acts. Elite theory suggests that these individuals exploit their political positions to 

engage in corrupt practices, embezzlement, or other illicit activities, which further consolidate 

their power and protect their interests (Pareto, 1935; Mills, 1956). 

Elite theory proposes that political elites in Nigeria may form alliances or networks with other 

dominant elites, such as business leaders or influential figures, to collectively engage in criminal 

behavior. These alliances provide political elites with additional resources, connections, and 

protection, enabling them to operate above the law and maximize their personal gains (Domhoff, 

2015). By employing elite theory to examine criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria, 

it becomes evident that their actions are driven by a desire to maintain and expand their power 

and influence. This theory offers an explanation for the widespread corruption and criminality 

observed in the country's political landscape. It highlights the manipulative tactics employed by 

political elites to shape the legal and societal frameworks in their favor, creating an environment 

conducive to their illegal activities. 

However, it is important to acknowledge that elite theory has its limitations. It places significant 

emphasis on the role of political elites and tends to overlook the agency and influence of other 

societal actors. Additionally, elite theory may oversimplify the complex interplay of factors that 

contribute to criminal behavior among political elites. In conclusion, elite theory provides 

insights into the motivations and behaviors of political elites in Nigeria when it comes to 

engaging in criminal activities. It underscores how these elites exploit their political power and 

form strategic alliances to protect their interests and enrich themselves. Nevertheless, further 

research incorporating other theoretical perspectives is needed to obtain a comprehensive 

understanding of the dynamics surrounding criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria. 

By doing so, researchers and policymakers can develop more effective strategies to combat 

corruption and promote good governance in the country. 

By applying these theoretical frameworks, researchers can gain a deeper understanding of the 

complex interplay between political power and criminal behavior among political elites in 

Nigeria. However, it is important to note that these theories are not mutually exclusive, and 

multiple factors can influence criminal behavior. The context-specific nature of the Nigerian 

political landscape should also be taken into account when analyzing the effects of political 

power on criminal behavior. 

Institutional Factors and Criminal Behavior 

Institutional factors play a significant role in shaping the criminal behavior of political elites in 

Nigeria. These factors can either facilitate or deter illicit activities, depending on the strength and 

effectiveness of the country's institutions (Lipset & Lenz, 2000; Treisman, 2000). 
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➢ Legal system 

The legal system is a critical factor in shaping the behavior of political elites when it comes to 

criminal activities. The level of independence, fairness, and efficiency within the legal 

framework has a direct impact on the likelihood of such behaviors. When political elites have the 

authority to manipulate laws and regulations in their favor, they can exploit legal loopholes and 

establish new legislation that serves their interests. This ability allows them to evade 

accountability and engage in corrupt practices without fear of legal consequences or prosecution 

(Acemoglu & Robinson, 2006). Political elites who can manipulate and control the legal system 

create an environment that facilitates their criminal tendencies and shields them from facing 

justice. When the legal system is under the influence of political elites, it undermines the 

principles of fairness, equality, and impartiality. It erodes societal trust in the legal system and 

creates a perception of impunity among political elites. 

If political elites possess the authority to manipulate laws, they can use their position to their 

advantage. They can pass legislation that benefits themselves at the expense of the general 

population. By exploiting legal loopholes, they can engage in corrupt practices without facing 

any legal consequences. This undermines the legitimacy of the legal system and allows political 

elites to act with impunity. Independence within the legal system is crucial for holding political 

elites accountable for their actions. When the judiciary is independent, it serves as a check on the 

power of political elites. It ensures that all individuals, regardless of their political status, are 

subject to the same laws and are held accountable for their actions. An independent judiciary 

provides a fair and unbiased evaluation of cases, contributing to the prevention of corruption 

among political elites. Fairness is another important aspect of the legal system that influences the 

behavior of political elites. When laws are applied impartially and without discrimination, 

political elites are less likely to engage in corrupt practices. Fairness ensures that all individuals 

are treated equally before the law, regardless of their political status. It reduces the perception 

that corruption is a viable means of achieving personal interests and encourages political elites to 

abide by the law. 

Efficiency within the legal system is equally important in deterring criminal behavior among 

political elites. An efficient legal system ensures swift and effective legal proceedings. Delays 

and inefficiencies provide opportunities for political elites to manipulate the legal process to their 

advantage. To prevent corruption, it is crucial to have a legal framework that is streamlined and 

facilitates timely justice. 

➢ Effectiveness of Law Enforcement Agencies 

The behavior of political elites is influenced significantly by the effectiveness of law 

enforcement agencies. When these agencies lack the necessary resources, training, or 

independence, they may find themselves unable or unwilling to thoroughly investigate and 

prosecute political elites for their criminal activities. As a result, political elites become more 

emboldened to engage in corruption, as they perceive a minimal risk of facing consequences for 

their actions (Glaeser et al., 2002). 

The effectiveness of law enforcement agencies plays a vital role in deterring criminal behavior 

among political elites. When these agencies are well-equipped and adequately trained, they are 
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more likely to uncover and investigate instances of corruption by political elites. However, if law 

enforcement agencies lack resources, they may face constraints in terms of personnel, technology, 

and funding, making it difficult to carry out thorough investigations. Without the necessary tools 

to uncover and gather evidence, these agencies may struggle to build a strong case against 

corrupt political elites. Furthermore, the independence of law enforcement agencies is crucial in 

their ability to hold political elites accountable for their actions. When agencies are politically 

influenced or controlled, they may be less inclined to investigate political elites or pursue 

charges against them. This lack of independence undermines the legitimacy of the legal system 

and creates an environment where political elites can act with impunity. 

The perceived risk of being caught and facing legal consequences is a significant deterrent for 

engaging in corrupt practices. However, when law enforcement agencies lack effectiveness, 

political elites may correctly perceive that the chances of being held accountable for their actions 

are minimal. This perception further emboldens them to continue engaging in corrupt activities, 

as they believe they can act with impunity. To address this issue, it is crucial to ensure that law 

enforcement agencies have adequate resources, training, and independence. Providing these 

agencies with the necessary tools and support enables them to carry out effective investigations 

into political elites. Additionally, safeguarding the independence of law enforcement agencies is 

essential to prevent political interference and ensure that they can pursue cases impartially. 

➢ Checks and balances within government institutions 

The behavior of political elites is greatly influenced by the presence or absence of strong checks 

and balances within government institutions. When there is a robust system of checks and 

balances in place, which includes an independent judiciary, legislative oversight, and a free and 

active media, it serves as a powerful deterrent to corruption and criminality. These mechanisms 

act as safeguards that can expose and constrain the actions of political elites, making it harder for 

them to engage in illegal activities without facing the consequences (Mbaku, 2014). 

A strong system of checks and balances is crucial in curbing criminal behavior among political 

elites. An independent judiciary ensures that the legal system functions impartially and that 

justice is served without interference from political influences. When politicians are aware that 

their actions can be scrutinized by an independent judiciary, they are less likely to engage in 

corrupt practices for fear of being held accountable. Legislative oversight plays a vital role in 

monitoring the activities of political elites. It involves the examination, review, and supervision 

of governmental actions and policies by the legislative branch. When legislative bodies have the 

authority and the means to investigate and evaluate the actions of political elites, it adds an extra 

layer of accountability. This oversight can expose any corrupt activities and make it more 

challenging for political elites to act with impunity. 

Additionally, a free and active media is essential in holding political elites accountable. A vibrant 

media landscape ensures that information flows freely and that journalists can investigate and 

report on cases of corruption without fear of censorship or persecution. A well-informed public, 

through media exposure, can exert pressure on political elites and demand accountability for 

their actions. The exposure of corrupt practices through media coverage can tarnish the 

reputation of political elites and increase the likelihood of them being brought to justice. The 

presence of robust checks and balances within government institutions serves as a deterrent to 
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corruption and criminal behavior among political elites. These mechanisms act as safeguards 

against abuse of power and ensure that political elites are held accountable for their actions. By 

exposing and constraining the actions of political elites, a strong system of checks and balances 

creates a culture of transparency, integrity, and accountability within governance. 

➢ Level of Transparency Within Institutional Frameworks  

The degree of transparency within institutional frameworks plays a crucial role in shaping the 

criminal behavior of political elites. In situations where institutions operate with transparency, 

making information easily accessible to the public, the ability of political elites to engage in 

corrupt practices covertly becomes significantly constrained. When there is a high level of 

transparency, the actions of political elites are subject to public scrutiny, making it increasingly 

challenging for them to engage in corrupt activities. This transparency serves as a powerful tool 

in holding political elites accountable and reducing the opportunities for corrupt behavior 

(Klitgaard, 1988). 

Transparency within institutional frameworks ensures that information about the actions and 

decisions of political elites is readily available to the public. Through mechanisms such as open 

records, public disclosures, and financial reporting, institutions can effectively communicate 

their activities and provide insights into the decision-making processes within government. 

When political elites are aware that their actions are being closely observed and exposed to 

public scrutiny, they are usually more cautious and less inclined to engage in corrupt practices. 

The  availability of information and the ease with which it can be accessed by the public are key 

factors in increasing transparency. By providing open access to records, financial statements, and 

government contracts, institutions create opportunities for the public to analyze and understand 

the actions of political elites. This transparency empowers citizens, civil society organizations, 

and the media to expose any signs of corruption or unethical behavior. The possibility of being 

caught and held accountable acts as a strong deterrent for political elites contemplating engaging 

in illicit activities. Furthermore, transparency within institutional frameworks enhances 

accountability. When the actions of political elites can be examined and evaluated by the public, 

it creates a culture of accountability and encourages responsible behavior. By promoting 

transparency, institutions foster an environment where political elites are more likely to adhere to 

ethical standards and act in the best interest of the public. The fear of public backlash and 

negative consequences, such as damaged reputations or legal repercussions, incentives political 

elites to act with integrity and avoid engaging in corruption. 

Enhancing transparency within institutional frameworks is crucial. This can be accomplished by 

implementing policies that support unrestricted access to information and encourage the 

disclosure of pertinent documents, financial records, and decision-making processes (Expert 

Group Meeting on Promoting Transparency and Strengthening the Rule of Law, 2007). 

Transparency not only empowers the public but also serves as a potent deterrent for political 

elites who may contemplate engaging in corrupt practices. When the actions of political elites are 

subjected to public scrutiny, concealing illicit activities becomes increasingly challenging, 

thereby cultivating a culture of accountability. To fortify the rule of law, policymakers must 

strive to establish a resilient legal framework that ensures impartial and uniform enforcement of 

anti-corruption laws (United Nations, 2004). The implementation and enforcement of anti-
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corruption legislation without prejudice are paramount. Laws should be clear, comprehensive, 

and devised to counteract diverse forms of corruption effectively. Moreover, an independent 

judiciary and non-interfering law enforcement agencies are crucial for holding political elites 

accountable and prosecuting them for their involvement in corrupt activities (United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime, 2020). 

Effective accountability mechanisms play a crucial role in addressing corrupt practices (United 

Nations Development Programme, 2014). Policymakers should establish robust oversight 

institutions, such as anti-corruption commissions or ombudsmen, with the authority to 

investigate and prosecute corruption cases (World Bank, 2017). These institutions should operate 

independently, possess sufficient resources, and possess the power to impose sanctions on 

individuals found guilty of corruption ( for Economic Co-operation and Development, 2012). 

Moreover, whistleblower protection laws should be enacted to encourage individuals to report 

corruption-related information without fear of retaliation.  Developing mechanisms for citizen 

participation and engagement is also essential (United Nations Development Programme, 2014). 

By fostering involvement in decision-making processes, policymakers can promote transparency 

in policy implementation and instill a sense of ownership (Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development, 2012). Citizen participation provides opportunities for holding 

political elites accountable and demanding ethical behavior (United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime, 2003). Public consultations, social audits, and participatory budgeting are valuable 

initiatives that empower citizens and enhance their influence over political processes 

(Transparency International, 2016). 

Additionally, capacity building and training programs for political elites and public servants are 

instrumental in promoting ethical conduct and combating corruption (World Bank, 2017). Such 

programs should focus on raising awareness about the detrimental effects of corruption, fostering 

ethical leadership, and disseminating knowledge on transparent and accountable governance 

practices (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2003). Investing in education and training 

can help create a culture that upholds integrity and encourages responsible governance 

(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 2012). 

Criminal Networks and Power Consolidation 

Criminal networks and power consolidation in Nigeria have been ongoing challenges for the 

country and its government. Nigeria is known for having a wide range of criminal activities, 

including but not limited to drug trafficking, human trafficking, cybercrimes, oil theft, arms 

smuggling, and kidnapping for ransom. These criminal networks operate within and across 

borders, posing significant threats to security, stability, and economic development. One 

significant factor contributing to the power consolidation of criminal networks in Nigeria is the 

prevalence of corruption. Corruption permeates all levels of society, and criminals often exploit 

the complicity or collaboration of public officials, law enforcement agencies, and even political 

leaders. The corruption provides a conducive environment for criminal networks to operate 

without fear of interference or prosecution. This collusion between criminals and individuals in 

positions of power facilitates the consolidation of illicit activities, protection for criminals, and 

the accumulation of wealth and influence. 
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Throughout Nigeria, criminal networks often employ violence and intimidation to consolidate 

their power. Organized criminal groups engage in deadly clashes with rival factions to gain 

control over territories, markets, and resources. This violence is often brutal and very public, 

displaying the power and supremacy of one criminal network over another. Kidnapping for 

ransom has become a particularly powerful tool for criminal networks, targeting prominent 

individuals and families to not only obtain financial benefits but also demonstrate their 

capabilities and instill fear in the wider community. Ethnic and regional identity also play a role 

in the consolidation of power within criminal networks in Nigeria. These networks often have a 

strong sense of belonging and loyalty based on shared ethnic, religious, or regional backgrounds. 

This shared identity aids in recruitment, cooperation, and internal cohesion within the 

organization. It also allows criminal networks to exploit existing social networks and community 

structures to expand and protect their operations. 

Some criminal networks in Nigeria have effectively diversified their activities beyond traditional 

illicit trades. They leverage their influence, financial resources, and connections to infiltrate 

legitimate sectors of the economy, including real estate, finance, and the oil industry. By 

operating in these sectors, they gain further control over economic resources, political decision-

making, and the ability to launder money and legitimize their wealth. They power consolidation 

of criminal networks in Nigeria is further supported by the country's socio-economic conditions. 

High levels of poverty, unemployment, and inequality provide a fertile ground for recruitment 

into criminal networks. The desperate circumstances faced by many individuals make them 

vulnerable to offers of financial gains and a sense of belonging within these criminal 

organizations. The lack of economic opportunities and weak social safety nets leave many with 

limited choices, leading them to participate in criminal activities and thereby perpetuating the 

power consolidation of these networks. 

The Nigerian government has taken several steps to combat criminal networks and power 

consolidation. Law enforcement agencies have increased their efforts to dismantle criminal 

networks, prosecute and convict criminals, and seize assets acquired through illicit means. 

However, the challenges remain significant due to the widespread corruption within these 

organizations and the sheer scale and sophistication of their operations. Efforts to address 

criminal networks and consolidate power in Nigeria require a multidimensional approach. This 

includes strengthening anti-corruption measures, enhancing law enforcement capabilities and 

cooperation, investing in socio-economic development, promoting good governance, and 

improving the rule of law. Additionally, international cooperation and support are crucial to 

combatting transnational criminal activities, including intelligence sharing, capacity building, 

and assistance in legal proceedings and asset recovery. 

Factors Contributing to a Culture of Impunity within the Political Elites in Nigeria 

Nigeria's political landscape has been plagued by a pervasive culture of impunity within its 

political elites, inhibiting the nation's progress and impeding the restoration of trust in 

governance. A culture of impunity refers to the belief or perception that influential individuals 

can act without accountability or facing legal consequences for their actions. This section will 

explore several factors contributing to this culture of impunity within Nigeria's political elites, 

shedding light on the corrosive effects on society and the path towards rectification. 
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1. Weak Judicial System: 

According to available literature, the weak judicial system in Nigeria is identified as a 

fundamental factor contributing to the culture of impunity within the political class (Ikelegbe, 

2001; Oyedokun, 2015). The vulnerability of this judicial system is exploited by politicians who 

possess considerable influence and wealth, enabling them to manipulate and undermine justice in 

order to escape prosecution (Oyedokun, 2015; Osisioma, 2017). 

The slow pace of trials, limited resources, and corruption within the judiciary create a climate 

where politicians feel empowered and invulnerable to legal consequences. The protracted 

duration of legal proceedings allows the accused politicians to exploit legal loopholes, delay 

hearings, and further weaken the case against them, ultimately evading justice (Ikelegbe, 2001). 

Insufficient resources allocated to the judicial system exacerbate the problem. The inadequate 

funding hampers the efficiency and effectiveness of courts, resulting in a backlog of cases and 

undue delays. This backlog further hampers the judiciary's ability to provide timely and fair 

justice, creating an environment where impunity thrives (Osisioma, 2017). 

Moreover, the presence of corruption within the judiciary exacerbates the culture of impunity. 

Bribery and corruption within the legal system allow those with financial means to influence and 

manipulate the process of justice (Okoli, 2016). Judges and court officials, driven by personal 

gain, can be swayed to rule in favor of influential politicians, subsequently undermining the 

integrity of the judicial process (Transparency International, 2020). In conclusion, the weak 

judicial system in Nigeria, characterized by slow trials, limited resources, and corruption, 

contributes significantly to the culture of impunity within the political elite. Politicians exploit 

these weaknesses to subvert justice, evade prosecution, and engage in corrupt practices without 

fear of accountability. Urgent reforms are needed to address these systemic issues and restore 

confidence in the Nigerian judiciary as a key pillar of the rule of law. 

2. Corruption and Bribery: 

Corruption has been a long-standing problem in Nigeria, posing significant obstacles to the 

country's economic growth and social progress. It pervades multiple sectors including politics, 

business, law enforcement, and the judiciary, creating a culture of impunity where individuals 

can engage in corrupt practices without fear of legal consequences. This culture of impunity 

persists due to factors such as weak institutions and the influence of powerful elites. One primary 

reason for the prevalence of corruption in Nigeria is the inadequate institutional framework. Law 

enforcement agencies and the judiciary often lack the necessary resources, expertise, and 

independence to effectively investigate and prosecute corruption cases. As a result, corrupt 

individuals, especially those in positions of power, exploit the system, evading accountability 

and reinforcing the sense of impunity. 

The influence of political elites further perpetuates the culture of impunity. These individuals 

engage in corrupt behaviors, such as embezzlement, bribery, and nepotism, to accumulate wealth 

and consolidate their power. Through the vast resources acquired through corruption, they gain 

significant control over key institutions, including the judiciary, police, and anti-corruption 

agencies. This enables them to manipulate these institutions, safeguarding themselves from 

prosecution and enabling their continued corrupt activities without consequences. Lack of social 



International Journal of Social Sciences and Management Research E-ISSN 2545-5303 P-ISSN 2695-2203  

Vol 9. No. 6 2023 www.iiardjournals.org 
   

  IIARD – International Institute of Academic Research and Development 

 

Page 17 

accountability is another contributing factor to the persistence of the culture of impunity. Despite 

public outrage and condemnation of corruption, there is often limited societal pressure to hold 

corrupt individuals accountable. This could be attributed to factors such as a lack of awareness, 

fear of reprisal, and a perception that corrupt practices are deeply ingrained and accepted as 

normal. Without substantial societal pressure to combat corruption, the cycle of corrupt practices 

continues, reinforcing the culture of impunity. 

Corruption and the culture of impunity in Nigeria requires comprehensive reforms. It is essential 

to strengthen institutions, such as law enforcement agencies and the judiciary, ensuring their 

independence, effectiveness, and accountability. Additionally, transparent and accountable 

governance structures must be established, promoting transparency and accountability in both the 

public and private sectors. Robust anti-corruption measures should be implemented to prevent 

corruption, including effective enforcement mechanisms. Only through these reforms can 

Nigeria combat corruption, break free from the grip of impunity, and foster an environment 

intolerant of corruption. 

3. Politicization of Law Enforcement Agencies: 

The politicization of law enforcement agencies in Nigeria is a major factor that perpetuates the 

culture of impunity. In this context, politicians exert excessive control and influence over the 

police, security forces, and anti-corruption agencies. This control enables them to misuse these 

institutions for their own benefit, such as silencing opposition, intimidating critics, or shielding 

themselves from accountability. As a result, the manipulation and instrumentalization of law 

enforcement agencies undermine the rule of law and further reinforce the prevailing culture of 

impunity. This politicization of law enforcement agencies has serious consequences for Nigeria's 

governance and democratic processes. When politicians are able to manipulate these institutions, 

it erodes the integrity and impartiality of the justice system. Instead of pursuing justice and 

upholding the law, these agencies become tools for political agendas and personal interests. This 

undermines public trust and confidence in these institutions and ultimately weakens the 

foundations of a functioning democracy. 

The influence of politicians over law enforcement agencies also hampers the effectiveness of 

anti-corruption efforts in the country. Rather than working independently and impartially, these 

agencies may be directed or pressured to ignore or overlook cases involving politically 

connected individuals. This selective enforcement creates a perception of bias and unfairness, 

further fostering a culture where corrupt practices can flourish with impunity. Addressing the 

issue of politicization requires comprehensive reforms that prioritize the depoliticization of law 

enforcement agencies. It is crucial to establish mechanisms that ensure the independence and 

autonomy of these institutions from political interference. This can be achieved through the 

establishment of clear and robust legal frameworks, transparent selection processes for 

leadership positions, and strengthening of internal accountability mechanisms. 

Furthermore, there needs to be a concerted effort to strengthen the rule of law in Nigeria. This 

includes promoting professionalization and training programs for law enforcement personnel, 

ensuring their adherence to ethical standards and principles, and creating avenues for individuals 

to report corruption or abuse of power without fear of reprisal. It is also important to enhance 
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transparency and oversight mechanisms to hold both politicians and law enforcement officials 

accountable for any misconduct or abuse of power. 

4. Weak Oversight Institutions: 

The prevailing culture of impunity among Nigeria's political elites can be attributed to the 

absence of a robust system of checks and balances. This lack of effective oversight institutions 

enables politicians to act with impunity, as they are not subjected to thorough scrutiny or held 

accountable for their actions. In addition, the presence of weak regulatory bodies and anti-

corruption agencies further exacerbates this problem by failing to provide reliable 

counterweights to counterbalance the power of the elite. Consequently, politicians develop a 

sense of invincibility, knowing that they can act with impunity without facing any significant 

consequences for their misconduct or corruption. The absence of an effective system of checks 

and balances gives rise to several concerning consequences. Firstly, it undermines the principles 

of democracy and good governance, as the power of political elites goes unchecked. This 

concentration of power in the hands of a few individuals allows for the manipulation of resources, 

the stifling of dissent, and the perpetuation of corruption at various levels of government. The 

lack of accountability creates a breeding ground for abuse of power, increasing the vulnerability 

of ordinary citizens who are often at the receiving end of these actions. 

Furthermore, the absence of strong oversight institutions perpetuates a cycle of corruption and 

impunity. Political elites, aware of the weak regulatory bodies and anti-corruption agencies, are 

more likely to engage in corrupt practices as they know there are limited chances of being caught 

or facing consequences. This lack of deterrence not only encourages the elite to continue with 

their illicit activities but also sends a damaging message to the public that corruption is a norm 

and that those in power can act with impunity. Addressing the issue requires the establishment of 

strong independent oversight institutions and anti-corruption agencies that have the authority and 

capacity to hold politicians accountable. These bodies should have the necessary resources, 

training, and independence to effectively investigate and prosecute corruption cases without fear 

of political interference. Additionally, there needs to be a commitment from the government to 

prioritize and support these institutions, ensuring that they operate transparently and without bias. 

A comprehensive legal framework that promotes transparency and accountability should also be 

enacted. This includes laws that require politicians to publicly disclose their assets, income, and 

conflicts of interest, as well as regulations that strengthen campaign finance oversight to prevent 

illicit funding of political activities. Strengthening the judiciary and ensuring its independence is 

also crucial, as it plays a vital role in enforcing accountability and ensuring the rule of law is 

upheld. 

5. Socio-cultural Factors: 

In addition to the aforementioned factors, several socio-cultural aspects further contribute to the 

culture of impunity in Nigeria. These factors include the country's historical traditions of 

patronage networks, which have been reinforced by ethnic and religious divides. Within these 

networks, loyalty to political leaders is deeply ingrained within specific communities. This 

loyalty serves as a protective shield for political elites, shielding them from accountability even 

when engaging in blatant corruption or abuse of power, as they can leverage the support of their 
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community to shield themselves from consequences. Furthermore, a lack of societal pressure or 

widespread condemnation of corrupt politicians perpetuates the culture of impunity. In many 

cases, citizens may turn a blind eye to corruption or abuse of power committed by political elites 

due to various reasons such as fear, dependence on political backing, or a sense of resigned 

acceptance that corrupt practices are inevitable. This lack of strong public condemnation or 

demand for accountability allows politicians to act with impunity and reinforces the notion that 

they can engage in illicit activities without facing significant repercussions. 

It is crucial to highlight the detrimental impact of these socio-cultural factors on Nigeria's 

governance and democracy. The emphasis on loyalty to community leaders over the principles of 

transparency, accountability, and the rule of law hampers the establishment of a healthy and 

functioning political system. The perpetuation of patronage networks and the protection granted 

to political elites by their communities hinder progress in rooting out corruption and maintaining 

a level playing field for all citizens. Addressing these socio-cultural factors requires a multi-

faceted approach. Efforts should focus on advocating for a shift in societal norms, promoting the 

values of transparency, accountability, and good governance. This can be achieved through 

education and awareness campaigns that highlight the damaging consequences of the culture of 

impunity while emphasizing the importance of citizen engagement in demanding accountability 

from their leaders. 

Fostering inclusive dialogue and reconciliation efforts across ethnic and religious divides can 

help overcome the biases that contribute to the protection of corrupt political elites. Building 

trust among different communities and emphasizing common goals can help weaken the 

stronghold of patronage networks and encourage citizens to prioritize the collective interest over 

the loyalty to specific leaders. 

Factors Mitigating the Influence of Political Power on Criminal Behavior in Nigeria 

The influence of political power on criminal behavior is a topic of great concern in Nigeria. With 

a long history of corruption and criminal activities among politicians, it is crucial to understand 

the factors that mitigate this influence. This section aims to explore various factors that play a 

role in reducing the impact of political power on criminal behavior in Nigeria. 

Factors Mitigating Political Power on Criminal Behavior: 

1. Strong Institutions: Strong and independent institutions are fundamental in reducing the 

influence of political power on criminal behavior in Nigeria. The judiciary system, law 

enforcement agencies, and anti-corruption bodies play crucial roles in upholding the rule of law, 

promoting accountability, and ensuring that individuals who commit crimes face the 

consequences, regardless of their political positions. 

Firstly, an independent judiciary system is vital for a fair and just society. It ensures that the laws 

are applied impartially, and justice is served without favoritism or political interference. A 

properly functioning judiciary provides a check on the abuse of power by politicians by actively 

investigating and prosecuting criminal activities. However, a weak judiciary that is susceptible to 

political influence can enable politicians to evade accountability, perpetuating a culture of 

impunity (Oyedele, 2017). 
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Secondly, law enforcement agencies must operate independently and without bias. They should 

be adequately resourced with competent professionals who enforce the law without prejudice, 

focusing on evidence-based investigations and deterring criminal behavior. By maintaining their 

autonomy, law enforcement agencies can effectively investigate and prosecute politicians who 

engage in criminal activities, regardless of their position of power (Oyedele, 2017). 

Additionally, strong anti-corruption bodies are crucial in mitigating the influence of political 

power on criminal behavior. These bodies, like the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 

(EFCC) in Nigeria, have the mandate to investigate and prosecute corruption cases, which often 

involve politicians. To be effective, anti-corruption bodies must be autonomous, adequately 

funded, and staffed by competent professionals. Moreover, they should be shielded from political 

interference and be empowered to enforce anti-corruption laws with impunity (Oyedele, 2017). 

The presence of strong and independent institutions ensures that individuals occupying positions 

of political power are not above the law. It creates a level playing field where everyone, 

regardless of their political affiliation, is subject to the same legal standards. Importantly, it helps 

to restore the public's trust in the justice system and instill confidence that politicians will be held 

accountable for their actions. 

To strengthen these institutions, several measures can be taken. Adequate funding should be 

provided to ensure proper infrastructure, training, and remuneration of professionals working 

within the judiciary, law enforcement agencies, and anti-corruption bodies. Furthermore, 

recruitment and promotion processes should be based on merit and professionalism rather than 

political connections. Additionally, measures should be put in place to protect these institutions 

from political interference, such as establishing safeguards to ensure tenure security for judges 

and protecting whistleblowers who report corruption (Oyedele, 2017). 

2. Effective Anti-Corruption Measures: Implementing robust anti-corruption measures is 

crucial in reducing the influence of political power on criminal behavior in Nigeria. Corruption 

has been a longstanding issue in the country, with politicians using their positions for personal 

gain at the expense of the general public. To counter this, Nigeria's Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC) has been established as the principal anti-corruption agency 

responsible for investigating and prosecuting corrupt politicians and individuals. To tackle 

political corruption effectively, it is essential to strengthen the mandate of the EFCC. This can be 

done by providing the agency with increased power and authority to conduct thorough 

investigations, gather evidence, and prosecute offenders. Moreover, enhancing the resources 

available to the EFCC, such as increasing its budget, providing technical expertise, and 

modernizing its equipment and infrastructure, is vital in enabling the agency to carry out its 

responsibilities effectively (Transparency International, 2020). 

Another crucial aspect of combating political corruption is protecting whistleblowers. 

Whistleblowers play a significant role in exposing corruption by providing crucial information 

and evidence. However, they often face retaliation and threats for their actions. To encourage 

whistleblowing and ensure the safety of those who come forward, comprehensive legal 

protections should be implemented. These protections can include anonymity, financial 

incentives, and safeguards against retaliation. By providing adequate protection to 

whistleblowers, the EFCC can access valuable information that assists in uncovering and 

prosecuting corrupt politicians (Transparency International, 2020). In addition, improving 
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cooperation and collaboration between the EFCC and other anti-corruption agencies within 

Nigeria, as well as international counterparts, is essential. Sharing intelligence, best practices, 

and expertise can enhance the effectiveness of anti-corruption efforts and provide a broader 

reach in investigating and prosecuting corrupt politicians. Collaboration also helps in the 

recovery of stolen assets and the repatriation of illicit funds, reinforcing the deterrent effect of 

anti-corruption measures (Transparency International, 2020). 

Furthermore, promoting transparency and accountability within public institutions is vital in 

curbing political corruption. Implementing measures such as asset declaration for public officials, 

strengthening procurement and contract monitoring processes, and ensuring open and 

competitive bidding processes can help prevent embezzlement, bribery, and other corrupt 

practices. Additionally, promoting a culture of ethical conduct and accountability through public 

awareness campaigns and education can foster a society that rejects corruption and demands 

integrity from its leaders (Transparency International, 2020). 

3. Public Accountability: Promoting a culture of public accountability is indeed crucial in 

mitigating the influence of political power on criminal behavior. When citizens actively 

participate in monitoring and reporting suspicious activities or corruption allegations involving 

politicians, it creates a system of checks and balances that can hold those in power accountable 

for their actions. Citizens can play a significant role in the fight against corruption by remaining 

vigilant and reporting any instances of corruption they come across. This can be done through 

established channels such as hotlines, online platforms, or dedicated reporting mechanisms set up 

by anti-corruption agencies. By encouraging citizens to report corruption, it creates a sense of 

collective responsibility and demonstrates that corruption is not tolerated within society. 

Media organizations also have a crucial role to play in promoting public accountability. 

Independent and responsible journalism serves as a watchdog, keeping a close eye on the actions 

of politicians and ensuring that any corrupt practices are exposed to the public. Through 

investigative journalism, media outlets can uncover cases of corruption, shed light on the 

individuals involved, and bring these issues to the forefront of public discourse. By exposing 

corrupt politicians, the media plays an essential role in holding them accountable and keeping the 

public informed. 

Civil society groups and watchdog organizations also contribute to promoting public 

accountability. These organizations work to mobilize and organize citizens to demand 

transparency and accountability from politicians. Through advocacy, awareness campaigns, and 

public engagements, civil society groups create platforms for citizens to voice their concerns, 

demand accountability, and actively engage in the fight against corruption. They provide a 

counterbalance to political power, ensuring that the interests of the general public are represented 

and protected. 

It is essential for the government to support and cooperate with these groups and organizations. 

By providing the necessary legal and institutional framework, governments can empower civil 

society and watchdog organizations to carry out their activities effectively. This can involve 

enacting laws that protect the freedom of expression, ensuring access to information, and 

providing funding and resources to support anti-corruption initiatives. 
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Public awareness is a critical element in promoting a culture of public accountability. Education 

campaigns and initiatives can increase citizens' understanding of the detrimental effects of 

corruption and reinforce the importance of holding politicians accountable. By fostering a sense 

of civic duty and ethical conduct, these initiatives can empower citizens to actively participate in 

anti-corruption efforts and make informed choices during elections. 

4. Civil Society Engagement: Engaging civil society organizations actively in addressing 

criminal behavior can play a significant role in mitigating the influence of political power on 

such activities (Amnesty International, 2019; Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized 

Crime, 2020). These organizations often act as watchdogs, promoting transparency, 

accountability, and citizen participation in the decision-making processes of governance (Alonso 

& Gaudin, 2016; Grugel & Uhlin, 2020). One crucial way in which civil society organizations 

contribute is through the organization of campaigns. These campaigns can raise awareness about 

the detrimental effects of corruption and criminal behavior, mobilize citizens against such 

practices, and advocate for legal and policy reforms aimed at curbing these crimes (Bauer, 2014; 

Holderness, 2018). By educating the public on the damaging consequences of political 

corruption, civil society organizations can rally support for measures that promote accountability 

and ethics (Open Society Foundations, 2012). 

Another important role civil society organizations play is by advocating for transparent 

governance. They work towards ensuring that politicians and government officials are held 

accountable for their actions and that public resources are managed responsibly (Joshi & 

Sridharan, 2012; Transparency International, 2020). By pushing for transparency, civil society 

organizations reduce the opportunity for corrupt practices to thrive, effectively curbing criminal 

behavior within political circles (Global Integrity, 2018; Pascale, 2019). 

Promoting citizen participation is yet another avenue through which civil society organizations 

can mitigate political power's influence on criminal behavior (Aviram, 2020; Magaloni & 

Kricheli, 2010). By encouraging citizens to actively engage in decision-making processes, civil 

society organizations help foster a sense of ownership and responsibility among the public. 

When citizens are more involved in governance, politicians are held to higher standards of 

integrity, reducing the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities (McGann et al., 2017; Sen, 

1997). Furthermore, civil society organizations can create platforms for community involvement 

and education. By actively engaging communities and providing education on the importance of 

ethics and integrity, these organizations empower individuals with the knowledge and tools to 

take action against criminal behavior (Alonso & Starr, 2018; Lee & Frumkin, 2006). By 

fostering a sense of civic responsibility and morality, civil society organizations contribute to 

reducing the susceptibility of politicians to engage in criminal activities (Putnam, 2000; Stolle, 

Hooghe, & Micheletti, 2005). Active engagement of civil society organizations can help mitigate 

the influence of political power on criminal behavior. Through organizing campaigns, 

advocating for transparent governance, promoting citizen participation, and fostering community 

involvement and education, civil society organizations can contribute to reducing the likelihood 

of politicians engaging in criminal activities. By actively involving citizens in governance 

processes and promoting ethical behavior, these organizations play a crucial role in safeguarding 

the integrity of political systems (Diamond, 2010; Houtzager & Lavalle, 2012).. 
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5. International collaboration plays a vital role in addressing the impact of political power on 

criminal behavior within Nigeria. Through cooperation between Nigerian authorities and 

international organizations like the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), there 

are opportunities to mitigate corruption and transnational crimes effectively. This collaboration 

can assist by providing technical expertise, training programs, and financial support. 

Transnational crime and corruption are pervasive issues in Nigeria, often deeply intertwined with 

political power structures. These challenges hinder development, erode trust in public institutions, 

and impede the rule of law. Therefore, engaging with international organizations becomes 

essential for Nigeria to tackle these issues more effectively. 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is one such international organization 

that has expertise in combating corruption and promoting the rule of law. By collaborating with 

the UNODC, Nigerian authorities can benefit from technical assistance and training programs 

that enhance their capacities to investigate and prosecute corruption cases. These programs can 

include forensic training, anti-money laundering techniques, and assistance in implementing 

effective legal frameworks to combat corruption. 

Furthermore, the UNODC can provide financial support to aid Nigeria in addressing corruption 

and transnational crimes. This assistance can be channeled towards strengthening law 

enforcement agencies, supporting anti-corruption bodies, and improving judicial systems. 

Financial support from the UNODC can facilitate the allocation of resources necessary for 

tackling corruption effectively, ensuring accountability and transparency in public institutions. In 

addition to technical and financial support, international collaborations help establish networks 

and partnerships that foster information sharing and coordination between countries. Enhanced 

cooperation can lead to the exchange of best practices, intelligence sharing, and joint 

investigations, enabling Nigerian authorities to address transnational crimes more 

comprehensively. This shared knowledge and expertise contribute to building the capacity of 

Nigerian institutions to combat corruption and criminal behavior effectively. 

Discussion of findings 

The findings of this study highlight the close connection between political power and criminal 

behavior in Nigeria. It emphasizes that the drive for power can push individuals towards 

engaging in immoral and unlawful actions, and this association is particularly prominent in 

Nigeria due to its intricate political terrain and diverse sociocultural dynamics. The study aims to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the complex dynamics that shape Nigeria's socio-

political landscape by delving into the correlation between political elites and criminal activities. 

The methodology employed in this study is qualitative, and it involves a thorough examination 

of existing literature, including academic articles, reports, and case studies. The conceptual 

framework defines political power in Nigeria as the ability of individuals or groups to exert their 

authority, resources, and influence in shaping the political landscape of the country. 

Criminal behavior in Nigeria is described as a complex issue with significant social, economic, 

and political implications. The country faces various forms of criminal activities, such as armed 

robbery, fraud, kidnapping, drug trafficking, cybercrime, and communal violence. Understanding 

the nature, causes, and consequences of criminal behavior is crucial for effective law 
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enforcement, policy development, and safeguarding the well-being of its citizens. The study 

highlights socio-economic inequality as a key factor influencing criminal behavior, with a 

substantial poverty rate and a significant portion of the population living below the poverty line. 

Factors contributing to criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria are identified as weak 

enforcement of law and a sluggish legal system, impunity and lack of accountability, corruption 

and bribery, and norms and culture of deviance. Theoretical frameworks such as strain theory, 

social disorganization theory, rational choice theory, and elite theory are applied to analyze the 

effects of political power on criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria. 

Institutional factors are found to play a significant role in shaping the criminal behavior of 

political elites. The strength and effectiveness of the country's institutions can either facilitate or 

deter illicit activities. The level of transparency within institutional frameworks is particularly 

important, as transparent institutions constrain the ability of political elites to engage in corrupt 

practices covertly. 

Criminal networks and power consolidation in Nigeria are identified as ongoing challenges for 

the country and its government. The study highlights various criminal activities prevalent in 

Nigeria, including drug trafficking, human trafficking, cybercrime, oil theft, arms smuggling, 

and kidnapping for ransom. 

Factors contributing to a culture of impunity within the political elites in Nigeria include a weak 

judicial system, corruption and bribery, politicization of law enforcement agencies, weak 

oversight institutions, and socio-cultural factors. 

On the other hand, factors mitigating the influence of political power on criminal behavior in 

Nigeria are identified as strong institutions, effective anti-corruption measures, public 

accountability, civil society engagement, and international collaboration. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, there are several recommendations that can be made to 

address the influence of political power on criminal behavior in Nigeria:  

1. Strengthen law enforcement and the legal system: Addressing weak enforcement of law 

and a sluggish legal system is essential to combat criminal behavior among political elites. This 

can be achieved through increased training, resources, and accountability measures for law 

enforcement personnel, as well as reforms to streamline legal processes and reduce corruption 

within the judiciary. 

2. Enhance transparency and accountability: Promoting transparency within institutional 

frameworks is crucial in curbing corrupt practices among political elites. Implementing measures 

to make information easily accessible to the public and ensuring transparency in financial 

transactions and political processes can help constrain the ability of political elites to engage in 

corrupt activities covertly. 

3. Combat corruption and bribery: Corruption and bribery are significant factors contributing 

to criminal behavior among political elites. Implementing effective anti-corruption measures, 
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such as robust anti-corruption laws, independent anti-corruption agencies, and mechanisms to 

monitor and report corruption, can help deter illicit activities and hold perpetrators accountable. 

4. Strengthen oversight institutions: Weak oversight institutions contribute to a culture of 

impunity within the political elites. Strengthening these institutions, such as audit bodies and 

anti-corruption agencies, and ensuring their independence and effectiveness can help prevent and 

detect corrupt practices. 

5. Address socio-cultural factors: Sociocultural factors also play a role in shaping criminal 

behavior among political elites. Addressing norms and cultures of deviance through awareness 

campaigns, education, and social reforms can help create a culture of integrity, transparency, and 

accountability. 

6. Foster international collaboration: Given the transnational nature of criminal networks and 

activities, international collaboration is essential. Nigeria should actively engage in cooperation 

with other countries, sharing intelligence, and coordinating efforts to combat cross-border crimes 

such as drug trafficking, human trafficking, and cybercrime. 

7. Promote public accountability and civil society engagement: Enhancing public 

accountability mechanisms, such as whistleblower protection laws and mechanisms for citizen 

participation, can empower citizens to contribute to the fight against corruption and criminal 

behavior among political elites. Engaging civil society organizations and supporting their active 

participation in monitoring and reporting illicit activities can also strengthen accountability. 

8. Establish strong institutions: Building and maintaining strong institutions is crucial in 

mitigating the influence of political power on criminal behavior. This includes ensuring the 

independence, effectiveness, and competence of institutions involved in law enforcement, justice, 

finance, and governance. 

Overall, the recommendations focus on strengthening institutions, enhancing transparency and 

accountability, combating corruption, addressing socio-cultural factors, fostering international 

collaboration, promoting public accountability, and engaging civil society. Implementing these 

measures can help mitigate the influence of political power on criminal behavior in Nigeria and 

contribute to a more just and equitable society. 

Conclusion 

From this study, it can be concluded that there is a significant correlation between political 

power and criminal behavior among political elites in Nigeria. The drive for power can lead 

individuals to engage in immoral and unlawful actions, and this association is particularly 

prominent in Nigeria due to its intricate political terrain and diverse sociocultural dynamics. 

Criminal behavior in Nigeria is a complex issue with significant social, economic, and political 

implications. The country faces various forms of criminal activities, including armed robbery, 

fraud, kidnapping, drug trafficking, cybercrime, and communal violence. Understanding the 

underlying factors of criminal behavior in Nigeria is crucial for effective law enforcement, policy 

development, and the well-being of its citizens. Socio-economic inequality, as evidenced by the 

substantial poverty rate in the country, plays a key role in influencing criminal behavior. This 

study provides a comprehensive understanding of the complex dynamics that shape Nigeria's 
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socio-political landscape and highlights the need for interventions and reforms to address the 

relationship between political power and criminal conduct among political elites. 
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